






There are multiple additional topics on the Commission's list that we believe would enhance the 

transparency of city government, and the ability of oversight organizations, like IBO, to provide a fuller 

picture of how the city uses its budget resources. We would propose also considering changes to the 

Charter provision delineating the powers and duties of the Financial Information Services Agency (FISA). 

Although charged with providing information to "officers, employees, or agencies of the city responsible 

for organizing, compiling, coordinating and reporting upon the city's central financial records, data and 

other related information" which clearly includes IBO and the City Council, the current make-up of FISA's 

board leaves such agencies at a disadvantage when seeking information and new reports from FISA. 

IBO's experience when requesting new reports or access to restricted information maintained by FISA is 

that our requests are subject to approval by 0MB and not infrequently rejected. Adding two additional 

members to the FISA board, one appointed by IBO and one appointed by the City Council, would address 

this situation by giving these agencies a voice in the management of FISA and ensure that their requests 

are treated appropriately. 

We would be happy to discuss these topics with you in more detail. Thank you for asking us to 

participate in this important process. 

Sincerely, 

��.:._��\_ 
Ronnie Lowenstein 
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